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On   the   heels   of    last   week’s   Holocaust   Day   of   Remembrance   or    Yom   HaShoah    we   share  
these   new   additions   to   our   library   collection.   Each   year   our   Upstander   Bookbag   Project  
adds   20   titles   that   celebrate   and   teach   about   freedom   fighters,   resisters   and  
changemakers.   This   year   it   was   decided   to   flesh   out   our   collection   of   Holocaust   books,   for   all  
ages.   Parents   are   urged   to   preview   these   titles,   all   are   appropriate   for   their   intended  
audience   and   share   many   wonderful   and   heartbreaking   stories   of   courage   and   loss.   All  
books   are   available   to   TCS   families   to   check   out   and   take   home.   
 
 
The   Whispering   Town    by   Jennifer   Riesmeyer   Elvgren.   2014   

<It   is   1943   in   Nazi-occupied   Denmark.   Anett   and   her   parents   are   hiding   a   Jewish  
woman   and   her   son,   Carl,   in   their   cellar   until   a   fishing   boat   can   take   them   across   the  
sound   to   neutral   Sweden.   The   soldiers   patrolling   their   street   are   growing   suspicious,  
so   Carl   and   his   mama   must   make   their   way   to   the   harbor   despite   a   cloudy   sky   with  
no   moon   to   guide   them.   Worried   about   their   safety,   Anett   devises   a   clever   and  
unusual   plan   for   their   safe   passage   to   the   harbor.   Based   on   a   true   story.>  

 
Star   of   Fear,   Star   of   Hope    by   Jo   Hoestlandt.   1996  

<Set   in   France,   during   the   Nazi   occupation   of   World   War   II,   a   gentile   child   named  
Helen   recalls   the   mounting   persecution   of   her   Jewish   friend.   She   wonders   why   does  
her   best   friend,   Lydia,   have   to   wear   a   yellow   star?   Why   are   people   in   hiding   and   using  
strange   names?   What   is   Lydia   afraid   of?   >  

 
Benno   and   the   Night   of   Broken   Glass    by   Meg   Wiviott.   2010  

<A   neighborhood   cat   observes   the   changes   in   German   and   Jewish   families   in   its  
town   during   the   period   leading   up   to   Kristallnacht,   the   Night   of   Broken   Glass   that  
becomes   the   true   beginning   of   the   Holocaust.>  

 
The   Grand   Mosque   of   Paris--A   Story   of   How   Muslims   Rescued   Jews   During   the   Holocaust  

by   Karen   Ruelle.   2009  
<Few   Parisians   were   willing   to   risk   their   own   lives   to   help.   Yet   during   that   perilous  
time,   many   Jews   found   refuge   in   an   unlikely   place--the   sprawling   complex   of   the  
Grand   Mosque   of   Paris.   Not   just   a   place   of   worship   but   a   community   center,   this   hive  
of   activity   was   an   ideal   temporary   hiding   place   for   escaped   prisoners   of   war   and   Jews  
of   all   ages,   especially   children.   Includes   a   bibliography,   a   recommended   list   of   books  
and   films,   and   afterword   from   the   authors   that   gives   more   details   behind   the   story.>  

 
Passage   to   Freedom,   the   Sugihara   Story    by   Ken   Mochizuki.   1997  

<In   1940,   five-year-old   Hiroki   Sugihara,   the   eldest   son   of   the   Japanese   consul   to  
Lithuania,   saw   from   the   consulate   window   hundreds   of   Jewish   refugees   from  
Poland.   They   had   come   to   Hiroki's   father   with   a   desperate   request:   Could   consul  
Sugihara   write   visas   for   them   to   escape   the   Nazi   threat?>  

The   Journey   That   Saved   Curious   George   (Young   Readers   Edition):   The   True     Wartime  
Escape   of   Margret   and   H.A.   Rey    by   Louise   Borden.   2016  

<In   1940,   Hans   and   Margret   Rey   fled   their   Paris   home   as   the   German   army   advanced.  
They   began   their   harrowing   journey   on   bicycles,   pedaling   to   Southern   France   with  
children’s   book   manuscripts,   including   what   would   become   the   international  
sensation    Curious   George,    among   their   few   possessions.>  

 
 



Six   Million   Paper   Clips:   The   Making   of   a   Children’s   Holocaust   Memoria l   by   Peter   Schroeder.  
2005  
<Describes   the   efforts   of   middle   school   students   from   the   rural   Tennessee   town   of  
Whitwell   to   create   a   Holocaust   memorial   based   on   a   collection   of   millions   of   paper  
clips   intended   to   represent   all   of   the   victims   exterminated   by   the   Nazis.>  

 
Irena’s   Children:   A   True   Story   of   Courage    by   Mary   Farrell.   2016  

<Irena   Sendler   was   a   young   Polish   woman   living   in   Warsaw   during   World   War   II.  
Irena   smuggled   thousands   of   children   out   of   the   walled   Jewish   ghetto   in   toolboxes  
and   coffins,   snuck   them   under   overcoats   at   checkpoints,   and   slipped   them   through  
the   dank   sewers   and   into   secret   passages   that   led   to   abandoned   buildings,   where  
she   convinced   her   friends   and   underground   resistance   network   to   hide   them.   The  
story   of   Irena   Sendler   the   female   Oskar   Schindler,   now   adapted   for   a   younger  
audience.>  

 
Shadow   on   the   Mountain    by   Margi   Preus.   2014  

<Shadow   on   the   Mountain    recounts   the   adventures   of   a   14-year-old   Norwegian   boy  
named   Espen   during   World   War   II.   After   Nazi   Germany   invades   and   occupies  
Norway,   Espen   and   his   friends   are   swept   up   in   the   Norwegian   resistance   movement.  
Espen   gets   his   start   by   delivering   illegal   newspapers,   then   graduates   to   the   role   of  
courier   and   finally   becomes   a   spy,   dodging   the   Gestapo   along   the   way.     Preus  
incorporates   archival   photographs,   maps,   and   other   images   to   tell   this   story   based   on  
the   real-life   adventures   of   Norwegian   Erling   Storrusten,   whom   Preus   interviewed   in  
Norway.>  

 
Jars   of   Hope    by   Jennifer   Roy.   2015  

< While   many   people   lived   in   fear   of   the   Nazis,   Irena   Sendler   defied   them,   even  
though   it   could   have   meant   her   life.   She   kept   records   of   the   children   she   helped  
smuggle   away   from   the   Nazis   grasp,   and   when   she   feared   her   work   might   be  
discovered,   she   buried   her   lists   in   jars,   hoping   to   someday   recover   them   and   reunite  
children   with   their   parents.>  

 
The   Boy   on   the   Wooden   Box    by   Leon   Leyson.   2013  

<This,   the   only   memoir   published   by   a   former   Schindler’s   List   child,   perfectly  
captures   the   innocence   of   a   small   boy   who   goes   through   the   unthinkable.   Most  
notable   is   the   lack   of   rancor,   the   lack   of   venom,   and   the   abundance   of   dignity   in   Mr.  
Leyson’s   telling.>  

 
Girl   in   the   Blue   Coat    by   Monica   Hesse.   2016  

< Amsterdam,   1943.   Hanneke   spends   her   days   procuring   and   delivering   sought-after  
black   market   goods   to   paying   customers,   her   nights   hiding   the   true   nature   of   her  
work   from   her   concerned   parents,   and   every   waking   moment   mourning   her  
boyfriend,   who   was   killed   on   the   Dutch   front   lines   when   the   Germans   invaded.   She  
likes   to   think   of   her   illegal   work   as   a   small   act   of   rebellion.>  

 
The   Faithful   Spy:   Dietrich   Bonhoeffer   and   the   Plot   to   Kill   Hitler    by   John   Hendrix.   2018  

< Interweaving   handwritten   text   and   art,   John   Hendrix   tells   the   story   of   Dietrich  
Bonhoeffer   and   his   fight   against   the   oppression   of   the   German   people   during   World  
War   II.   Bonhoeffer   was   a   German   Lutheran   pastor   and   theologian   who   was   shocked  
to   watch   the   German   church   embrace   Hitler's   agenda   of   hatred.   He   spoke   out  
against   the   Nazi   party   and   led   a   breakaway   church   that   rebelled   against   racist   and  



nationalist   beliefs   of   the   Third   Reich.   Struggling   with   how   his   faith   interacted   with   his  
ethics,   Bonhoeffer   eventually   became   convinced   that   Hitler   and   the   Nazi   Party  
needed   to   be   stopped--and   he   was   willing   to   sacrifice   anything   and   everything   to   do  
so.   >  

 
The   Hiding   Place    by   Corrie   ten   Boom.   Originally   published,   1971  

<Corrie   ten   Boom   and   her   family   became   leaders   in   the   Dutch   Underground,   hiding  
Jewish   people   in   their   home   in   a   specially   built   room   and   aiding   their   escape   from  
the   Nazis.   For   their   help,   all   but   Corrie   found   death   in   a   concentration   camp.    The  
Hiding   Place    is   their   story.>  

 
The   Librarian   of   Auschwitz    by   Antonio   Iturbe.   2017  

<Based   on   the   experience   of   real-life   Auschwitz   prisoner   Dita   Kraus,   this   is   the  
incredible   story   of   a   girl   who   risked   her   life   to   keep   the   magic   of   books   alive   during  
the   Holocaust.   When   Jewish   leader   Freddy   Hirsch   asks   Dita   to   take   charge   of   the  
eight   precious   volumes   the   prisoners   have   managed   to   sneak   past   the   guards,   she  
agrees.   And   so   Dita   becomes   the   librarian   of   Auschwitz.>  

 
An   Unlikely   Warrior:   A   Jewish   Soldier   in   Hitler's   Army    by   Georg   Rauch.   2015.  

< As   a   young   adult   in   wartime   Vienna,   Georg   Rauch   helped   his   mother   hide   dozens   of  
Jews   from   the   Gestapo   behind   false   walls   in   their   top-floor   apartment   and   arrange  
for   their   safe   transport   out   of   the   country.   Then   came   the   day   he   was   drafted   into  
Hitler's   army   and   shipped   out   to   fight   on   the   Eastern   front   as   part   of   the   German  
infantry―in   spite   of   his   having   confessed   his   own   Jewish   ancestry.   Thus   begins   the  
incredible   journey   of   a   nineteen   year   old   thrust   unwillingly   into   an   unjust   war,   who  
must   use   his   smarts,   skills,   and   bare-knuckled   determination   to   stay   alive   and  
somehow   find   his   way   back   home.   Unlikely   Warrior   is   Rauch's   true   account   of   this  
extraordinary   adventure.>  

 
 
Beyond   Courage:   The   Untold   Story   of   Jewish   Resistance   During   the   Holocaust    by   Doreen  

Rappaport.   2012  
< Under   the   noses   of   the   military,   Georges   Loinger   smuggles   thousands   of   children  
out   of   occupied   France   into   Switzerland.   In   Belgium,   three   resisters   ambush   a   train,  
allowing   scores   of   Jews   to   flee   from   the   cattle   cars.   In   Poland,   four   brothers   lead  
more   than   1,200   ghetto   refugees   into   the   forest   to   build   a   guerilla   force   and  
self-sufficient   village.   And   twelve-year-old   Motele   Shlayan   entertains   German   officers  
with   his   violin   moments   before   setting   off   a   bomb.   Through   twenty-one   meticulously  
researched   accounts   —   some   chronicled   in   book   form   for   the   first   time   —   Doreen  
Rappaport   illuminates   the   defiance   of   tens   of   thousands   of   Jews   across   eleven  
Nazi-occupied   countries   during   World   War   II.>  

 
No   Better   Friend:   One   Man,   One   Dog,   and   Their   Extraordinary   Story   of   Courage   and  

Survival   in   WWII    by   Robert   Weintraub.   2016  
<The   story   of   Air   Force   technician   Frank   Williams   and   Judy,   a   purebred   pointer,   who  
met   in   WWII   and   were   POWs   in   a   camp   in   the   Pacific.   Judy   was   loyal,   with   a   keen  
sense   for   who   was   friend   and   who   was   foe,   and   the   pair's   relationship   deepened  
throughout   their   captivity.   When   the   prisoners   suffered   beatings,   Judy   would  
interrupt   by   barking.   She   survived   bombings   and   other   near-death   experiences   and  
became   a   beacon   for   the   men,   who   saw   in   her   survival   a   flicker   of   hope   for   their   own.  
Judy   was   WWII's   only   canine   POW,   and   when   she   passed   away   in   1950,   she   was  



buried   in   her   Air   Force   jacket.   Williams   would   never   own   another   dog.   Their   story--of  
an   unbreakable   bond   forged   in   the   worst   circumstance--is   one   of   the   great  
undiscovered   sagas   of   WWII.>  

 
The   Nazi   Hunters:   How   a   Team   of   Spies   and   Survivors   Captured   the   World's   Most   Notorious  

Nazis    by   Neil   Bascomb.   2013  
<In   1945,   at   the   end   of   World   War   II,   Adolf   Eichmann,   the   head   of   operations   for   the  
Nazis'   Final   Solution,   walked   into   the   mountains   of   Germany   and   vanished   from   view.  
Sixteen   years   later,   an   elite   team   of   spies   captured   him   at   a   bus   stop   in   Argentina   and  
smuggled   him   to   Israel,   resulting   in   one   of   the   century's   most   important   trials   --   one  
that   cemented   the   Holocaust   in   the   public   imagination.>  

 
Women   Heroes   of   World   War   II:   26   Stories   of   Espionage,   Sabotage,   Resistance,   and   Rescue  

by   Katherine   Atwood.   2011  
< Noor   Inayat   Khan   was   the   first   female   radio   operator   sent   into   occupied   France   and  
transferred   crucial   messages.   Johtje   Vos,   a   Dutch   housewife,   hid   Jews   in   her   home  
and   repeatedly   outsmarted   the   Gestapo.   Law   student   Hannie   Schaft   became  
involved   in   the   most   dangerous   resistance   work--sabotage,   weapons   transference,  
and   assassinations.   In   these   pages,   young   readers   will   meet   these   and   many   other  
similarly   courageous   women   and   girls   who   risked   their   lives   to   help   defeat   the  
Nazis.>  

 
D-Day:   The   World   War   II   Invasion   that   Changed   History    by   Deborah   Hopkinson.   2018  

< The   WWII   invasion   known   as   D-Day   was   the   largest   military   endeavor   in   history.   By  
June   6,   1944,   Hitler   and   his   allies   had   a   strong   grip   on   the   European   continent,   where  
Nazi   Germany   was   engaged   in   the   mass   extermination   of   the   Jewish   people.   The  
goal   of   D-Day   was   the   total   defeat   of   Hitler's   regime,   and   the   defense   of   free  
democracies   everywhere.   Knowing   they   had   to   breach   the   French   coast,   the   US,  
Great   Britain,   and   Canada   planned   for   the   impossible.>  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 


